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*Editor’s note—Ord. No. C2015-14, adopted Aug. 13, 2015, amended Ch. 7 

in its entirety to read as herein set out. Former Ch. 7, §§ 7-1—7-62, pertained to 

similar subject matter, and derived from: Ord. of June 14, 1949; Ord. No. C84-2, 

§§ 101—106, 201—213, adopted May 3, 1984; Ord. No. C90-22, adopted Feb. 7, 

1991; Ord. No. 090-24, adopted Jan. 3, 1991; Ord. No. C97-4, adopted Apr. 10, 

1997; Ord. No. C97-7, adopted May 8, 1997; Ord. No. C97-10, adopted Aug. 14, 

1997; Ord. No. C2002-18, adopted June 13, 2002; Ord. No. C2002-19, adopted 

June 13, 2002; and Ord. No. C2005-1, adopted Jan. 13, 2005. 

Cross references—Administration, Ch. 2; animals, Ch. 3; development 

permit required in special flood hazard areas, § 4-41; motor vehicles and traffic, 

Ch. 9; hazardous waste restrictions and regulations, § 10-51 et seq.; streets, 

sidewalks and other public places, Ch. 11, exhibits, displays, etc., prohibited on 

public sidewalks of a commercial district, § 11-42, shoreland zoning, App. A; 

land use standards, App. A. § 11. 

State law reference—Regulations, licenses and permits, 30-A M.R.S.A. 

§ 3751 et seq. 
 

Supp. No. 37 481 



Town of Dexter, Maine                                                      Section 7 – Licenses, Permits & Business Regulations 

DEXTER CODE 

 

Sec. 7-38. Reserved. 

Sec. 7-39. Pawnbroker’s license. 

Secs. 7-40—7-55. Reserved. 

Sec. 7-56 Taxicabs. 

Secs. 7-57—7-80. Reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Supp. No. 37 482 



Town of Dexter, Maine                                                      Section 7 – Licenses, Permits & Business Regulations 

 
LICENSES, PERMITS, BUSINESS REGULATIONS § 7-2 

 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

 

 

Sec. 7-1. License and permit applications. 

 

Any person required by the provisions of this chapter to 

obtain a license from the town to engage in the operation, 

conduct, or carrying on of any trade, profession, business, or 

privilege, or a permit to commence, proceed, or continue to 

perform any act, shall make a written application to the town 

clerk upon forms provided by the town clerk and shall state facts 

as may be required. Applications shall be accompanied by the 

required fee, which will be returned if the license or permit is 

not issued. 

(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

 

 

Sec. 7-2. Licenses and permits issued by town clerk; 

exceptions. 

 
(a) As agent of the town council, the town clerk is authorized 

and directed to receive all applications required by this chapter 

unless otherwise specified. All applications for any license or 

permit shall be placed on the agenda for action by the town 

council unless otherwise specified. Initial applications for liquor 

licenses, bowling alley, poolroom, and shooting gallery licenses, 

victualer’s licenses, innkeeper, lodging house, tavern keeper, 

and privately owned campground licenses, special amusement 

permits, carnival, circus, and exhibition licenses, motion picture 

and theater licenses, pawnbroker’s licenses, and taxicab licenses 

require a public hearing. Renewals for such licenses shall be 

placed on the agenda for action by the town council. Initial and 

renewal applications for junkyards and automobile graveyards 

require a public hearing per Maine State law. All other permits 

and licenses may be issued by the town clerk subject to 

limitations on his/her authority. Applications requiring a public 

hearing shall be published in a newspaper of general, local 

circulation no less than seven (7) days prior to the date of the 

hearing on which the application is to be acted upon. 
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(b) Licenses and permits shall not apply to events conducted 

by local governmental or school authorities, local nonprofit clubs 

or organizations, local fraternal organizations, or local religious 

organizations. No carnival or circus, however, shall be conducted 

without the approval of the town council. 
(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

 
Sec. 7-3. Town clerk; authority limitations. 

 

The authority of the town clerk to issue licenses and permits 

is hereby limited as follows: 

(1) Agent of council. The town clerk acts as agent of the 

town council. 

(2) Town council reservation. In accordance with Maine 

State law, the town council, acting as the licensing 

authority of the town, authorizes and directs the town 

clerk as its agent to issue all licenses and permits, after 

public hearing where necessary. The applicant for such 

licenses or permits shall satisfy the town clerk that all of 

the requirements of the statutes or ordinances affecting 

such application and all recommendations required by 

such statutes and ordinances from the department 

heads or their agents are returned to the town clerk with 

a favorable recommendation for the issuance of such 

permits or licenses. Where the required recommenda- 

tions are not favorable or where all of the requirements 

of the statutes or ordinances have not been met, the 

town clerk shall deny the application, which action may 

be appealed to the town council within thirty (30) days of 

the denial. 

a. The town clerk shall, upon making a denial, 

immediately notify the town council of the denial. 

b. The applicant may apply in writing to the town 

clerk for a hearing upon the denial as herein 

provided for. Upon receipt of such request, the town 

council shall set the matter for hearing before it at 

a date not more than thirty (30) days from the date 

of the receipt of the request for appeal. 
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c. The applicant at the hearing provided for herein 

shall have the opportunity to be represented by 

counsel and present evidence in his behalf. The 

town clerk or any agent of the town shall have a 

like opportunity to present evidence in support of 

the town’s position for denial. 

d. The town council, acting as licensing authority, 

shall make its decision to deny the license or permit 

or to modify the same upon such terms and condi- 

tions as it deems just so long as such terms and 

conditions are within its authority as the licensing 

authority. 

e. In making its determination, the licensing author- 

ity shall determine the following: 

1. The specific requirements of the license or 

permit under Maine State law and of the 

ordinances of the town; 

2. The facts with respect to the applicant meet- 

ing the requirements of the license or permit; 

and 

3. In matters in which the licensing authority 

has discretion, it shall make its requirements 

for the license or permit understandable to 

the applicant. 
 

(3) Appeals. Any licensee or permittee whose application 

has been denied by the town council, may, within thirty 

(30) days of the denial, appeal the decision to the board 

of appeals as defined by the town ordinance. 
 

(4) Approval. In all instances where the approval of any 

town official is required as a condition precedent to 

issuance of any license or permit, the town clerk shall 

notify promptly such officer or officers, and such license 

or permit shall not be issued until and unless all 

required approval is received, as evidenced by signatures 

on the application. 

(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 
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Sec. 7-4. Suspension or revocation. 
 

Any license or permit issued under the licensing authority of 

the town may be suspended or revoked as follows: 

(1) The town manager, after receipt of a notice in writing 

from any department head or town employee charged 

with the issuing, supervising, monitoring, inspecting, or 

otherwise of any licensee that such licensee is in viola- 

tion of any requirement of Maine State law or the town 

ordinances respecting such license shall, without hear- 

ing, suspend any licenses granted by the licensing 

authority as herein provided by issuing in writing a 

notice of suspension delivered to the licensee or its agent 

in hand by a constable of the town. Such notice shall 

inform the licensee of the appeal procedure of the 

suspension. The suspension shall become a permanent 

suspension unless the licensee makes his appeal to the 

licensing authority as hereinafter provided. 

(2) The town manager, upon such suspension, shall 

immediately notify the town council of the suspension. 

(3) The licensee or permittee may apply in writing to the 

town clerk for a hearing upon the suspension herein 

provided for. Upon receipt of such application for reinstate- 

ment, the town council shall set the matter for hearing 

before it at a date no more than thirty (30) days from the 

date of the receipt of the application for reinstatement. 

(4) The applicant, for reinstatement at the hearing herein 

provided, shall have the opportunity to be represented 

by counsel and present evidence in his behalf. The town 

manager or any agent of the town shall have a like 

opportunity to present evidence in support of the town’s 

position for suspension or revocation. 

(5) The town council acting as the licensing authority will 

make its decision to continue the suspension or revoca- 

tion or modify the same upon such terms and conditions 

as it deems just so long as such terms and conditions are 

within its authority as the licensing authority. 
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(6) In making its determination, the town council shall 

determine the following: 

a. The specific requirements of the license or permit 

under Maine State law and of the ordinances of the 

town; 

b. The facts with respect to the licensee or permittee 

meeting the requirements of the license or permit; 

c. In matters in which the licensing authority has 

discretion, it shall make its requirement for 

reinstatement specific and understandable to the 

licensee or permittee. 

(7) Any licensee or permittee with a license or permit 

suspended or revoked by town council action, may, 

within thirty (30) days of suspension or revocation, 

appeal the decision to the board of appeals, as defined by 

the town ordinance. 

(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

 
Sec. 7-5. Expiration. 

 

Except as otherwise provided by the chapter or by Maine 

State law, the term of all licenses shall be for a period of one (1) 

year, unless the license indicates a lesser period. Licenses shall 

expire on May 31 of each year unless sooner revoked. 
(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

 
Sec. 7-6. Transferability. 

 

No license or permit issued under this chapter shall be 

transferable. When a business or enterprise is transferred to a 

new owner, its license shall immediately terminate and, unless 

otherwise provided by Maine State law or ordinances of the 

town, the new owner shall be required to apply for a new license 

under the terms of this chapter. 
(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

 

Secs. 7-7—7-25. Reserved. 
 

Supp. No. 37 487 



Town of Dexter, Maine                                                      Section 7 – Licenses, Permits & Business Regulations 

 
§ 7-26 DEXTER CODE 

 

ARTICLE II. LICENSES 

 
Sec. 7-26. Auctioneers. 

 

No person shall engage in the trade or business of auctioneer 

in the town unless such person has an auctioneer license as 

provided for by Maine State law. 
(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

 
Sec. 7-27. Bowling alleys, poolrooms, shooting galleries. 

 

(a) License. No person shall conduct, maintain, or operate 

any place open to the public for bowling, or for playing pool or 

billiards, or for a shooting gallery without first obtaining a 

license. No such license shall be granted except upon the 

approval of the code enforcement officer and the fire chief. 

Licenses shall be granted in accordance with and subject to the 

requirements of Maine State law and the town ordinances. 
 

(b) Expiration; cost; advertising cost. The fee for such license 

shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) annually with licenses 

expiring on May 31 of each year unless sooner revoked. The 

costs for advertising for initial licenses shall be borne by the 

applicant for a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). 
(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

State law reference—Bowling, pool and shooting galleries, 8 M.R.S.A. § 1 

et seq. 

 

 

Sec. 7-28. Reserved. 

 
Sec. 7-29. Junkyards and automobile graveyards. 

 

(a) License. Junkyard and automobile graveyard permits 

shall be issued in accordance with and subject to the require- 

ments of Maine State law and the town ordinances. 
 

(b) Expiration; cost; advertising cost. The fee for such license 

shall be set according to Maine State law with licenses expiring 

according to Maine State law unless sooner revoked. The costs 

for advertising for initial licenses shall be borne by the applicant 
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for a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). The costs for advertising for 

renewal licenses shall be borne by the applicant for a fee of ten 

dollars ($10.00). 
(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

State law reference—Automobile junkyards, 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3751 et seq. 
 

Sec. 7-30. Victualers. 

(a) Definition. Any person engaging in the business of prepar- 

ing and selling any food commonly consumed by persons either 

on the premises or off the premises shall be designated a 

common victualer for the purpose of this section and shall obtain 

a license. The term common victualer shall include persons 

engaged in the restaurant, bakery, sandwich, and delicatessen 

business. No initial license shall be granted except upon 

certification of the health officer, code enforcement officer, and 

fire chief. 

(b) License fee schedule. In accordance with Maine State law 

and the town ordinances, the town shall charge for victualer’s 

licenses according to the following schedule: 

Lunch wagons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.00 

Lunch counters, diners, take-out sandwich busi- 

nesses, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.00 

Year-round restaurants with under 50 seating 

capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00 

Year-round restaurants with over 50 seating 

capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35.00 

(c) Expiration; advertising costs. All licenses are annual with 

licenses expiring on May 31 of each year unless sooner revoked. 

The costs of advertising for initial licenses shall be borne by the 

applicant for a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). 
(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

State law reference—Innkeepers,  victualers  and  lodging  houses,  30-A 

M.R.S.A. § 3802 et seq: lunch wagons, 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3931. 
 

Sec. 7-31. Innkeepers,  lodging  houses,  tavern  keepers, 

privately-owned campgrounds. 

(a) License. No person shall operate any hotel, motel, inn, 

boardinghouse, tavern, lodging house, or privately owned 

campground without first obtaining a license from the town in 
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accordance with Maine State law and the town ordinances. No 

such license shall be granted except upon the approval of the 

code enforcement officer, the fire chief, and the health officer. 

(b) Expiration; cost; advertising cost. The fee for such licenses 

shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) annually with licenses 

expiring on May 31 of each year unless sooner revoked. A 

privately owned campground shall pay an additional fee of ten 

dollars ($10.00) annually per camp site. The costs of advertising 

for initial licenses shall be borne by the applicant for a fee of 

fifty dollars ($50.00). 
(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

 
Sec. 7-32. Reserved. 

 

Sec. 7-33. Private sales, yard sales and flea markets. 

(a) Permits. It shall be unlawful for any person or group to 

conduct a yard sale or flea market as defined in the town without 

having first obtained a permit from the town clerk. 

(1) Definitions. 

a. Yard sales shall mean and include all sales entitled 

garage sale, lawn sale, porch sale, attic sale, 

rummage sale, yard sale,  or any similar casual 

sale of tangible personal property which is advertised 

by any means or is made evident by articles being 

set out in a yard, porch, or garage whereby the 

public at large can be made aware of such sales. All 

sales areas shall be kept neat and orderly. 

b. Flea markets shall be similar to yard sales, but 

shall have three (3) or more sponsors. Sponsor is 

defined as the individual(s) responsible for obtain- 

ing a permit from the town and ensuring compli- 

ance with the provisions of this section. Each 

sponsor must have at least one (1) table with 

materials for sale. 

(b) Fees. 

(1) Yard sale. Permits shall be issued for a single sale. The 

duration of any one (1) sale shall be for no more than 
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three (3) consecutive days in any seven-day period and 

shall be limited to the hours between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 

p.m. No more than three (3) sales shall be held at the 

same location in any calendar year. Yard sale permits 

shall cost five dollars ($5.00) per sale, fifteen dollars 

($15.00) per calendar year. 

(2) Flea markets. Permits shall be issued for a calendar 

month or for a calendar year. The duration of any one (1) 

sale shall be for no more than three (3) consecutive days 

in any seven-day period and shall be limited to the hours 

between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Flea market permits 

shall cost twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per calendar 

month or two hundred dollars ($200.00) per calendar 

year. 

(c) Exceptions. Applications for private sales, yard sales, and 

flea markets shall not appear on the agenda for action by the 

town council. 

(d) Performance standards. The following provisions establish 

the standards which must be attained while conducting sales 

under this section. Safety is of paramount importance and 

sponsors of these sales shall take all reasonable precautions to 

ensure that customers are not subject to undue hazards while 

visiting the site of the sale. These shall include, but not be 

limited to: 

(1) A sensible parking plan and traffic flow scheme; 

(2) Parking for flea markets shall be off the street and out of 

the traffic flow; 

(3) Tables shall be set out of the right-of-way (i.e., the edge 

of the gravel shoulder, or edge of the pavement); 

(4) Signs shall be posted identifying the dates, times, and 

locations of such sales (these signs shall be placed in 

highly visible locations along both sides of the nearest 

thoroughfare, facing oncoming traffic and shall be located 

not less than three hundred (300) feet from the sale 

location in rural areas outside the town proper, and not 

less than one hundred (100) feet from the location of 

those sales conducted in-town proper); 
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(5) No person shall attach or otherwise affix any sign, 

advertisement, or notice on any utility power pole, 

traffic sign, fire hydrant, bridge, pavement, sidewalk, or 

on any building, property, or thing belonging to the town; 

(6) All signs shall be removed immediately upon completion 

of the sale; 

(7) All sale items shall be removed from sight after the 

completion of the sale. 

(e) Liability statement. Neither the town nor its officers shall 

be held liable for granting a permit to anyone conducting such 

sale. Any damage which may arise from an accident or incident 

at the scene of a sale shall be the sole responsibility of the 

permit holder and/or its sponsors. 

(f) Fines. Any person who in any manner violates the provi- 

sions of this section shall, on conviction, be punished by a fine of 

not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than one 

hundred dollars ($100.00), with costs of prosecution for each 

offense. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense 

for purposes of prosecution of violations of this section. 
(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

State law reference—Garage sales, 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3901. 

 
Sec. 7-34. Reserved. 

 

Sec. 7-35. Special permit for music, dancing, or entertain- 

ment in liquor establishments. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to control the 

issuance of special permits for music, dancing or entertainment 

in facilities licensed by the State of Maine to sell liquor as 

required by Maine State law and the town ordinances. 

(b) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, 

when used in this section, shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them below, except where the context clearly indicates a differ- 

ent meaning: 

(1) Entertainment means any amusement, performance, 

exhibition or diversion for patrons or customers of the 

licensed  premises  whether  provided  by  professional 
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entertainers or by full-time or part-time employees of 

the licensed premises whose incidental duties include 

activities with an entertainment value. 

(2) Licensee means the holder of a license issued under the 

alcoholic beverages Statutes of the State of Maine, or 

any person, individual, partnership, firm, association, 

corporation or other legal entity, or any agent, or 

employee of any such licensee. 

(3) Tumultuous conduct means conduct of such nature and 

magnitude as to require or to cause the involvement of 

other law enforcement authorities. 

(4) Unnecessary noise means noise of such a level and 

duration that it is both clearly audible outside the 

premises for which a permit has been issued and 

sufficiently irritating  to disturb  the residents in  the 

neighborhood where the establishment is located. 

(c) Permit. 

(1) No licensee for the sale of liquor to be consumed on a 

licensed premises shall permit, on a licensed premises, 

any music, except radio or other mechanical device, any 

dancing or entertainment of any sort unless the licensee 

has first obtained from the town in which the licensed 

premises are situated a special amusement permit 

signed by at least a majority of the town council 

members. 

(2) No permit shall be issued for anything, or act, or 

premises, if the premises and building to be used for the 

purposes do not fully comply with all ordinances, articles, 

bylaws, or rules and regulations of the town. 

(3) The town council shall grant a permit unless it finds 

that issuance of the permit would be detrimental to the 

public health, safety, or welfare, or would violate Maine 

State law or municipal ordinances, or rules and regula- 

tions, articles, or bylaws. 

(d) Expiration. A permit shall be valid only for the license 

year of the applicant’s existing liquor license. 
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(e) Inspections. No such permit shall be granted except upon 

certification of the health officer, code enforcement officer and 

fire chief. 

(f) Cost; advertising cost. The fee for a special amusement 

permit shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00). The costs for 

advertising for initial permits shall be borne by the applicant for 

a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). 

(g) Standards. The town council hereby adopts the following 

standards for the issuance of a special amusement permit and 

for the suspension or revocation of such permits. These standards 

shall determine whether the issuance of a permit or continued 

activity under an already existing permit would be detrimental 

to the public health, safety, or welfare, or would violate municipal 

ordinances, or rules and regulations, articles or bylaws. These 

standards shall constitute the standards governing issuance, 

revocation and suspension of permits. 

(1) Hours of operation. The permitted activities under a 

special amusement permit shall cease no later than 1:00 

a.m. It shall be deemed detrimental to the public safety 

or welfare for entertainment of the type requiring a 

special amusement permit to occur between the hours of 

1:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. New Year’s Eve hours shall be 

extended to 2:00 a.m. 

(2) The facilities on a premises receiving a permit under the 

terms of this section shall be adequate to assure the 

safety of all patrons of that establishment and shall 

comply with all Maine State laws and town ordinances 

regarding such an establishment. 

(3) Operation of an establishment by a licensee for a permit 

hereunder shall in no event result in a line or crowd 

outside the entrance of the establishment containing 

more than five (5) patrons or prospective patrons of the 

establishment. 

(h) Incidents of tumultuous conduct; noise complaints. 

(1) Incidents of tumultuous conduct shall be grounds for the 

suspension or revocation of a permit following notice and 

hearing, and subject to the procedures of this chapter. 
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The licensee of the permit hereunder shall not permit 

tumultuous conduct in his establishment at any time. 

Incidents or occurrences of tumultuous conduct as defined 

herein twice in one (1) week or three (3) times in one (1) 

month shall be considered prima facie evidence that 

tumultuous conduct has occurred which shall be grounds 

for suspension of the permit following notice and hear- 

ing as prescribed herein. 

(2) An instance of tumultuous conduct involving more than 

five (5) people shall constitute riotous conduct. One (1) 

such incidence of riotous conduct shall constitute grounds 

for suspension of the permit following notice and hear- 

ing and shall be prima facie evidence of a condition 

detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare of the 

community. 

(3) Unnecessary noise as defined herein constitutes a detri- 

ment to the public health, safety or welfare. More than 

three (3) complaints of unnecessary noise shall cause the 

town council to consider revocation or suspension of the 

permit following notice and hearing to interested parties 

as prescribed herein. 

(i) Noise measurement and levels. 

(1) Excessive noise at unreasonable hours shall be required 

to be muffled so as not to be objectionable due to 

intermittence, beat frequency or volume. 

(2) The maximum permissible sound pressure level of any 

continuous, regular, frequent, intermittent or periodic 

source of sound produced by any activity regulated by 

this chapter shall not exceed the following sound pres- 

sure level limits during the time period indicated: 

Sound pressure level limits: 

7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.: 60 db(a) 

9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.: 50 db(a) 

(3) Sound pressure levels shall be measured at fifty (50) feet 

from  the  exterior  wall  nearest  to  the  sound  source. 
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Sound pressure levels shall be measured using the 

sound level meter orientation specified by the 

manufacturer. 

(4) Noise shall be measured with a sound level meter 

meeting the standards of the American National 

Standards Institute (ANSI) for either Type 1 or Type 2 

meters, and according to standard sound level measure- 

ment standards. 

(j) Enforcement. Subsection (i) is enforceable by law enforce- 

ment officers or by the code enforcement officer, who may 

measure noise levels and make any such reports as may be 

required. Violation of the provisions of subsection (i) shall result 

in the following: 

First offense: Written warning. 

Second offense: Two hundred fifty dollar ($250.00) fine. 

Third offense: Five hundred dollar ($500.00) fine and a 

hearing before the town council to consider the revoca- 

tion of the special amusement and live entertainment 

license. 

(k) Admission charge. A licensed hotel, class A restaurant, 

class A tavern, or restaurant malt liquor licensee who has been 

issued a special amusement permit may charge admission in 

designated areas approved by the special amusement permit. 

(l) Penalty. Whoever violates any provision of this section, 

excluding the provisions set out in subsection (i), shall be 

punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars ($50.00) for the 

first offense and up to one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each 

subsequent offense, to be recovered, on complaint, to the use of 

the town. 
(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

 

Sec. 7-36. Carnivals, circuses, exhibitions. 

(a) License. No person shall conduct or operate any exhibi- 

tion, performance, or show at which an admission fee is charged 

without first obtaining a license. No such license shall be 

granted except upon certification of the police chief, the fire 

chief, the code enforcement officer, and the health officer. Either 
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the fire chief or the police chief, or both, may condition their 

certificate of approval upon the presence of one (1) or more 

members of their respective departments or some person or 

persons satisfactory to and under the direction of the fire chief 

or police chief. 

(b) Cost; advertising cost. A deposit sufficient to pay for 

additional police or fire protection required for such events will 

be left with the town office in advance of the event. The fee for 

such licenses shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per event. The 

costs of advertising for licenses shall be borne by the applicant 

for a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) per event. 
(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

State law reference—Public exhibitions, 8 M.R.S.A. § 501 et seq. 

 

Sec. 7-37. Motion pictures, theaters. 

(a) License. No person shall operate an indoor or outdoor 

theater, with live, filmed, electrical, or electronic presentations, 

without first obtaining a license. No such license shall be 

granted except on certification of the code enforcement officer 

and the fire chief. 

(b) Expiration; cost; advertising cost. The fee for such licenses 

shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) annually with licenses 

expiring on May 31 unless sooner revoked. The costs for 

advertising for initial licenses shall be borne by the applicant for 

a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). 

(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

 

Sec. 7-38. Reserved. 

 

Sec. 7-39. Pawnbroker’s license. 

(a) License. The town may grant licenses to persons to 

conduct pawn transactions for one (1) year unless sooner 

revoked for violation of law. 

(b) Expiration; cost; advertising cost. The fee for such licenses 

shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) annually with licenses 

expiring on May 31 of each year unless sooner revoked. The cost 

for advertising for initial licenses shall be borne by the applicant 

for a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). 
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(c) Penalty.  Whoever  carries  on  such  business  without  a 

license shall be punished in accordance with Maine State law. 

(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

 

Secs. 7-40—7-55. Reserved. 

 

Sec. 7-56 Taxicabs. 

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, 

when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates 

a different meaning: 

(1) Taxicab means a motor vehicle used for the conveyance 

of passengers for hire, without fixed terminal or routes, 

the destination and route of which are under the control 

of the passenger or passengers being carried and the 

fares for which are at rates per mile or wait-time or both. 

(2) Taxi meter means a mechanical instrument or device by 

which the fare for hire of the taxicab is mechanically 

computed and calculated and on which such fare is 

plainly visible. 

(b) License; exceptions. It shall be unlawful for any person to 

operate or cause to be operated in the town any taxicab without 

having first obtained a license. It shall not be deemed to be the 

operation of a taxicab or the causing of a taxicab to be operated 

within the meaning of this article if a person licensed to operate 

a taxicab in any city or town which grants the same rights as are 

granted herein to taxicabs licensed in the town shall, upon 

delivery in Dexter of a bona fide passenger from the place where 

the taxicab is licensed, take a passenger or passengers from the 

point of delivery in Dexter to the place where the taxicab is 

licensed without parking and or cruising in Dexter to obtain the 

passenger or passengers. 

(c) Determination of need. The town council shall determine 

the need for and to issue licenses to operate taxicabs in the town. 

(d) Establishment of taxicab stands. 

(1) The town council shall establish taxicab stands on such 

public streets and in such places and in such number as 
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it shall determine to be of the greatest benefit and 

convenience to the public. Such stands shall be designated 

by appropriate signs and means erected by and at the 

expense of the taxicab owners subject to the approval of 

the traffic board, acting in its capacity as a licensing 

board. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle other 

than a taxicab to stand or park in an officially designated 

taxicab stand, except that the operator of any passenger 

vehicle may temporarily stop in such stand for the 

purpose of and while engaged in the loading or unload- 

ing of passengers. 

(e) Vehicle safety requirements. The licensing board of the 

town shall require all taxicabs licensed under this article to 

meet and maintain such requirements for the safety and 

protection of the public and passengers as are required by the 

State of Maine inspection laws pertaining to motor vehicles. 

(f) Expiration; cost; advertising cost. The fee for such licenses 

shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) annually for each taxicab 

operated by the same person or owner with licenses expiring on 

May 31 of each year unless sooner revoked. The costs for 

advertising for initial licenses shall be borne by the applicant for 

a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). 

(Ord. No. C2015-14, 8-13-15) 

 

Secs. 7-57—7-80. Reserved. 
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